VI
THE DECLINE OF THE MIDDLE AGES
EDWARD III (SECOND HALF)
The Effects of the Black Death. The effects of so vast
a cataclysm as the Black Death were, if they are looked at in
their largest aspect, a transformation of Christendom, the
decline of the medieval civilization, and the opportunity afforded
to the forces that this break-up of Europe let loose to push
through the ruins of the old unity. At the same time the
shock of the Black Death accentuated and increased certain
tendencies already present, as, for instance, the growth of
separate nationalities, the weakening (for various reasons) of
the moral hold of the Papacy, while the organization of its
power became more rigid and apparently stronger. The Black
Death also increased the tendency of the whole Church organiza-
tion, including the monastic system, to crystallize and harden,
and, in many places and on certain sides of its activity, to
get separated from popular feeling. The effect of the Black
Death on England in particular was especially remarkable in the
change of language. Before the middle of the fourteenth century
all the well-to-do in England spoke French; many below them
were bilingual, especially in the towns, A lifetime later a
new language, which to-day we call English, was everywhere.
Again, here, as elsewhere (but more in this country than in
most European nations), the Black Death began the break-up
of the old manorial system. For other reasons it began to
emphasize a certain contrast between the interests of the laity
and those of the clergy, which was to increase through all the
century and a half which lay between the Black Dealt and the
opening of the Reformation (1350-1500)*
The Seeds of the New Language. From the first
infiltration of French before the Conquest to the Black Death
is rather more than three hundred years—say, eight or nine
generations, or five long lifetimes, reckoning as a long lifetime
an active memory extending over fifty to sixty years. During
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